
Dear Subscriber
Thank you for making an enchanting story experience possible

for a young reader in your life

QUESTION PROMPTS AHEAD

FROM THE AUTHOR

You may already enjoy hearing your young reader talk about the story and need no

suggestions for extending that interaction. However, I have included these questions to

help recall the action of the story as it progresses and prompt discussion. Remember that

whatever the reaction of the reader is, it is genuine and worthy of respect no matter how

you might view it. We all experience a story from our own perspective and level of

observation. Please resist the temptation to steer the answers to a conclusion you wish.

Sadly, school curricula have often done damage to both the honest enjoyment of written

stories and the gift of curiosity by pushing the reader to a prescribed position. Honest joy

in a story for its own sake is the great gift that may deliver a “treasure beyond measure.”

P A T HR H E N A ’ S



(IN WHICH AN ELF COUNTS HIS DAYS AND RHENA LONGS FOR FREEDOM

CHAPTER

Why do you think Rhena dislikes all the rules and
expectations placed on her?

1

IN WHICH RHENA AND MARTA MAKE A BOLD PLAN AND GAIN PERMISSION TO LEAVE

CHAPTER

Would you have gone through with the plan if you were
Rhena? Why or why not?

2

IN WHICH RHENA TRAVELS THROUGH TOWN ON HER WAY TO ARCHERY PRACTICE

CHAPTER

Why do you think Rhena pays so much attention to
everything around her during the walk?

3

IN WHICH RHENA PRACTICES ARCHERY AND LEARNS PATIENCE FROM JIPPIT

CHAPTER

Have you ever practiced something that felt impossible at
first, until a moment came when it suddenly “clicked” and
made sense? 

4

IN WHICH A GOLDEN RING STIRS AN OLD MEMORY

CHAPTER

Sometimes the smallest things can hold the biggest meaning.
What is something small that means a lot to you?

5

IN WHICH RHENA’S SECRET LESSON SPARKS TENSION AT THE KING’S TABLE

CHAPTER

I wonder how Rhena felt when her father questioned Sister
Angelique in front of everyone?

6



IN WHICH SISTER ANGELIQUE TEACHES RHENA TO SEE IN A NEW WAY

CHAPTER

Have you ever been taught something in a new way that
helped you understand it better?

7

IN WHICH QUESTIONS GROW ABOUT JIPPIT AND THE KING’S JUDGMENT

CHAPTER

Why do you think Rhena wants so badly to know the truth
about Jippit, even when it might cause trouble?

8

IN WHICH RHENA WAKES FROM TROUBLING DREAMS AND HEARS OF A STRANGE OMEN

CHAPTER

Have you ever had a dream that stayed with you long after
waking?

9

IN WHICH RHENA HELPS PLAN THE FOOL’S DAY FESTIVAL

CHAPTER

Do you think Rhena is trying to distract herself from her
worries, or truly enjoying the planning?

10

IN WHICH RHENA RECEIVES A PORTRAIT AND GLIMPSES JIPPIT’S DEEPER HOPES

CHAPTER

How do you think it feels for Rhena to have her mother’s
portrait suddenly moved into her room?

11

IN WHICH THE KING QUESTIONS JIPPIT’S BELONGINGS AND GIVES WARNINGS

CHAPTER

Why do you think the king is so cautious about Jippit and his
belongings?

12



IN WHICH A JOYFUL DAY ENDS WITH DOUBT AND WORRY

CHAPTER

Do you think Rhena regrets her actions that led to Jippit’s
escape?

17

IN WHICH A BLACK CAT APPEARS AND CHOOSES RHENA

CHAPTER

What do you think made the black cat go straight to Rhena
instead of anyone else?

13

IN WHICH THE JESTERS PRACTICE AND FESTIVAL WORRIES GROW

CHAPTER

Have you ever had to do something in front of others that
made you feel nervous?

14

IN WHICH THE KING ANNOUNCES THE FOOL’S DAY CELEBRATION

CHAPTER

Why do you think the king chose this moment to announce
such a big celebration?

15

IN WHICH FOOL’S DAY BEGINS WITH MUSIC AND PERFORMANCES

CHAPTER

What moment of the celebration do you imagine would feel
the most magical if you were standing in the crowd?

16

IN WHICH THE BLACK CAT BRINGS RHENA A MYSTERIOUS NOTE

CHAPTER

Do you think you would follow the cat, or stay where you
are? Why?

18



IN WHICH RHENA FOLLOWS THE CAT AND MEETS THE DUCHESS

CHAPTER

How do you feel about the Duchess after hearing what she
tells Rhena?

19

IN WHICH RHENA SEEKS ADVICE AND TRIES TO UNDERSTAND HER CHOICES

CHAPTER

Who do you think Rhena should trust most right now, and
why?

20

IN WHICH RHENA FOLLOWS THE CAT OUT OF LEORNA

CHAPTER

What makes Rhena choose to follow the cat again even
though she knows it could be dangerous?

21

IN WHICH RHENA AWAKENS FAR FROM HOME ON THE NIGHTMARE

CHAPTER

If you suddenly woke up far from home like Rhena, what
would you try to do first?

22

IN WHICH RHENA DISCOVERS A WAY TO SEE OUTSIDE THE ENCHANTED TENT

CHAPTER

What helps you stay calm or brave when you feel trapped or
unsure what will happen next?

23

IN WHICH RHENA ESCAPES THE TENT, MEETS THE RIVER LADY, AND LEARNS THE
DANGER OF HER LOST RING

CHAPTER

Why do you think the river lady’s words give Rhena courage,
even though they’re mysterious and a little frightening?

24



IN WHICH RHENA WAKES, WATCHES, AND FORMS HER PLAN TO RECLAIM THE RING

CHAPTER

Have you ever had to pretend you didn’t know something—or
hide your true feelings—to stay safe or finish something
important? How did that feel?

25

IN WHICH RHENA PRETENDS TO TRUST THE DUCHESS

CHAPTER

Why do you think the Duchess’s stories and kind words are so
tempting for Rhena to believe, even though she knows the
lady is dangerous?

26

IN WHICH RHENA ENDURES ANOTHER NIGHT FLIGHT AND SEES THE DUCHESS’S
TOWER AT LAST

CHAPTER

Have you ever been scared of something at first, but then
noticed something beautiful or interesting that made you see
it differently?

27

IN WHICH RHENA REACHES THE TOWER AND MUST KEEP PRETENDING WHILE DANGER
GROWS

CHAPTER

Have you ever gone somewhere that looked beautiful on the
outside but still felt a little frightening or strange to you?
What made you feel that way?

28

IN WHICH RHENA EXPLORES THE TOWER, MASKS HER FEAR, AND WONDERS WHO THE
DUCHESS TRULY IS

CHAPTER

Have you ever suddenly seen yourself in a new way? Or
noticed something about your own actions that surprised you?

29



IN WHICH JIPPIT FOLLOWS FORGOTTEN WAYS, AND DARK SIGNS TROUBLE THOSE IN
LEORNA

CHAPTER

Marta and Angelique carefully sort through strange clues
about bats and cats instead of panicking. What do you think
about their way of responding to worry?

30

IN WHICH RHENA FINDS A WAY INTO THE DUCHESS’S CHAMBERS

CHAPTER

I wonder which of Rhena’s ideas you would have also come up
with? What would you have tried first?

32

IN WHICH RHENA LEARNS MORE BY WATCHING THAN BY BEING TAUGHT

CHAPTER

The Duchess says Rhena must “unlearn” old ways before she
can gain new power. What do you think she means by this?

31

IN WHICH RHENA SEARCHES THE MYSTERIOUS CHAMBERS

CHAPTER

How would you feel exploring the Duchess’s rooms, not
knowing what might be hiding behind each door or inside each
cabinet?

33

IN WHICH RHENA FACES THE MIRROR AND TAKES BACK HER RING

CHAPTER

Do you think it was harder for Rhena to face the dark,
silent room—or to face the feelings that came when she saw
her parents in the mirror?

34



IN WHICH RHENA TRIES TO ESCAPE THE ISLAND

CHAPTER

If you were trapped on the witch’s island, what would you
try first: building something to float, searching more of the
tower, or something else entirely?

35

IN WHICH RHENA DEFIES THE WITCH AND THROWS THE RING

CHAPTER

Why do you think the witch is so furious and afraid of losing
this one simple ring?

36

IN WHICH RHENA DECIDES WHO SHE WILL BE

CHAPTER

Rhena writes down who she is and what she believes so she
won’t forget it when she’s afraid. What words would you
want to write for yourself to remember?

37

IN WHICH RHENA MEETS MAX AND A CHOICE IS MADE

CHAPTER

Rhena and Max annoy each other at first. Have you ever been
surprised to become friends with someone you didn’t like at
first?

38

IN WHICH RHENA AND MAX ESCAPE THE COLLAPSING TOWER

CHAPTER

What do you think Fletcher means when he says there are
“many, many sides” to every moment?

39



IN WHICH STORIES ARE SHARED AND MAX TELLS OF HIS QUEST

CHAPTER

Max has to keep choosing between chasing treasure and
helping others. Which choice in his story stands out to you
the most, and why?

40

IN WHICH THE FRIENDS REACH GASPAAR AND MAX STANDS BEFORE THE KING

CHAPTER

Why do you think King Randrew values Max’s friendships
more than dragons’ gold or powerful magic?

41

IN WHICH RHENA RETURNS TO LEORNA AND IS WELCOMED HOME AT LAST

CHAPTER

Have you ever returned from an experience, big or small, and
felt that you weren’t quite the same person anymore? What
helped you notice the ways you had changed?

42

MORE ADVENTURE AHEAD

Do you have a question about this story? Would you like to read another story of Gaspaar?

Now that you've completed this one, you're invited to embark on another.

Just ask us for the link!

You can reach the author and The Max Letters team at hello@themaxletters.com

Your friend and
author -

David Walker
T H E M A X L E T T E R S . C O M


